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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



SAUNDRA ELION, 
Plaintiff, 



) Civil Action No, 

) 



ALPHONSO R. JACKSON, ) 
Secretary of the > 
U:S- Dept. of Housing and ) 
Urban Development, ) 
) 
Defendant. ) 
) 



DECLARATION OF MICHAEL PHELPS 

I MICHAEL PHELPS, hereby declare under the penalty of perjury, pursuant to 
28 U.S.C. § 1746, that toe following facts are true and correct based on my personal 
knowledge and I can competently testify to the facts slated herein: 

1 1 am currently retired. Iretiredin January 2006. Immediately before retiring, Iwas 
employed as the Deputy Assistant Inspector General for Audit (DAIGA) for the Office of 
Audit within the Office of inspector General (OIG), U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD). I had been the DAIGA since October 1989 and was 
employed by the Office of Inspector General for more than 34 years 

2 Attached as Exhibit 1 to this declaration is an email with an attached excel spreadsheet 
showin^the rankings of various audit offices in March 2004, At that time HAD was 
ranked 10 out of 13 offices. At the same time, the Information Systems Audit Division 
(GAA) was tied for third place out of 13 offices. 

3 Document 1 5 in the Plainnffs Opposition is a staffing report I created weekly. I used 
it* to track the manning of the various offices. Reviewing Document 15, it is easy to a* 
that only the Technical Oversight and Planning Division (TOP) was never fully staffed 

I during the two years immediately preceding the disbandment of HAD. 

4 Exlubit2tomisdeclarafionisacondnuadonofDocumentI5showingthemanning 
levels for the period April 1 8, 2004 to October 10, 2004. This document shows that the 
Office of Audit lost seventeen auditors during this period, going from 299 auditors on 
board to 282 auditors on board. From May 2004 through October 2004, we could only 
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hire three full-time employees, two of which went to TOP. These new hires included (1) 
Fath coming on board in May 2004 (at p. 22); Ms. Paula Collins coming on board in June 
2004 (at p. 28), and (3) Eknialian returning to Region 1 in .September 2004 (at p. 36). 
These were the only hires made by the Office of Audit daring this time period. We had 
to obtain permission from the front office for these hires due to the hiring freeze. 

5. 1 have witnessed a number of involuntary re-assignments in the Office of Audit during 
my tenure with HUD OIG. In 2003, 1 involuntariiy reassigned David Gleason and 
Edward Bowles, two staff auditors. Neither had prior EEO activity to my knowledge. 
Mr. Bowles filed an EEO complaint based on his reassignment. 

6. Austin Groom was involuntarily reassigned from being the District Inspector General 
for Audit for the Capital District to the Immediate Office of Audit to be my Special 
Assistant before in or before 1999. He had no prior EEO activity to my knowledge. Mr. 
Groom filed an EEO complaint in May 2001 because I placed him on a Performance 
Improvement Plan, and that is the first EEO activity by Mr. Groom of which I am aware. 



S /?/0 / MICHAEL PHELPS J" 

/ Former Deputy Assistant Inspector General for 

Audit 
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REPLY EXHIBIT 



EXHIBIT 1 
TO PHELPS DECLARATION 
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. Michael 

!■ Phelps/WHQ/HUDOIG 

? 03/01/2004 0325 PM 



To Sandra LaPorte/WHG/HUDOlG 



Subject Re:Ranking|§ 



Sandee I want to use the double weighted ones. 

Please send the 2 spreadsheets to the RIGs explaining them and that I am using them 

in their evaluation. 

thanks 

Sandra LaPorte/WHQ/HUDOIG 




02/18/200403:42 PH 



To Michael Phelps/WHQ/HUDOIG@HUDOIG 
Subject Ranking 
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REPLY EXHIBIT 



EXHIBIT 2 
TO PHELPS DECLARATION 
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